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~ Mrs. Nhu Runnmg Constant RISk

Viewed as Possibly Undermining
U.S. Decision to Stick With Diem

€r lealures are more gell~
ate than her phrases sand
rs. Ngo Dinh Nhu «ill run
constant risk, while she vis-
its this countrv. of under-
mining - the administration’s
" fenewed declsicn to try to see
t through in South Viet
“Nam- with her family's re-
Fime.

She cannot win her case In
he public forum, where
here is little dctailed inter-
pst in the pros and cous of
he Diem adminstration. But
he can easily hurt her case
In the Washington forum,
where Prestdent Kennedy is
truggling to maintain & con-
.})ensus that the military ef-
ort in South Viet Nam must
be pursued In spite of the
Nhus.-

.| Sheis attracthe and pun-

rent and she will have great
hcoess to the public, but she
gannot expect to impress the

fivided .on ‘the keéy question
{ whether {t isipossible: to

beainst the handicap of
resident Diem's lack of
tanding with lus people.
The public here cannot de-
jde the rights and wrongs in

Mrs. Nhu will be ralsing is-
ues that the administration
las determined to ignore in a
riority effort to establish g
ilitary security in South
iet Nam that will enable
he country to deal with {ts
litical probletms withoult
he threat of Communist
ubversion.
The President sctiied upon
his policy after a bhitter in-
rnal struggle among s
fficials. The policy is rec.u-
ized as a gamble at bes 2o

fficials, who remain sharply -

in In South Viet Nam’

he Buddhist persecutions. -

{S success w epend  sub-]
stantially on this govern
ment’s ability to surmount
its recent division, which lefy]
many scars upon the rela-
tionships between officials]
and agencies.

The division has been dif-

ficult to conlain becausge
tl.ere was validity on bot.hl
sides. The feeling of State
Department officials, prit-
icularly Averell Harriman
and Roger Hilsman, that the]
United States could not af-
ford the onus of support for
an autocratic and oppressive
regime was countered by the
confidence of -the Pentagon
that the wasr against the Vet
Cong could be won despite
this Mability.
-.The State Lepartment ex-
pected that its indignation at|
the pagoda 1 .ads could force
a reform of the Diem gov-
ernment or Its replacement
by more moderate leaders.
But the ways of the East are
stubborn-.neither the re-
forms or the alternative gov-
ernment developed, and the
Department was left to deal
with a regime that it had
bitterly reproved.

The emotfions arising from
this frustration led to criti-
cisms of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency as the covert

force that was holdirg the| ]
Nhus {n power and obstruct-|.1
ing. - the Department’s pol- |

{cies. These lmments found
their way into the press and
stirred the latent congres-
stonal uneasiness at the ob-
seire nature of the agency's
opsrations.

But the criticisms have
been rejected bv the top offl-
cials closest 1o the situation,
The CIA appvurs in the pri-

|nas ‘been’de

: relatlonshipi

colum also appeared in the NEW YOHK.JOURNAL-AMERICAN of Oct. 10,

Tate Tecord to hiave per-

g .formad “its  assignments well

dn Viet Nam. One of
theag assfghments was o
mamta‘ln direct dealings with
Ngo Dlx%h Nhu, Mrs. Nhu's
husband'and the central fig-
ure in’ the Buddhist contro-
VErsy. 'me nature and extent
of this ‘lialson, were judged
necessary m. ‘Wasghington be-
cRruse of Nhi's' power and the
CIA cannot.be blamed for his
Intransigenee. © 700

The Prestdent’ .summoned
tls Executive Commitiee, the
Inner core of trusted advisers

missile crisis,-to bridge the

He invited the:former-Am-
bassador {o Saigon, Frederick
Nolting. to sit with-the’
comm’ while taking’ pains
assure the prese’nt Amb,

American off
be recalled {1

Paul Har l;ms;

h’i

her vislt to agitay
bate on ‘the meriis of the
Diem government. It seems
leas practical to resolve this
question than to make the
most of the dry season In the
campaign to get rid of the
Communist guerrillas.
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that was born In the Cuban

dispute - among “hig - officials. | -
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